
òI Am Not a Crookó -- Watergate and Modern Politics

Questions:
 1. What are the modern party coalitions? 
 2. Why is it particularly difþcult to be a successful 
                president nowadays?

Outline:
 I. Barack Obama
 II. The Modern Coalitions
  1. Democrats
  2. Republicans
 III. Richard Nixon
  1. Managing the Cold War
  2. Watergate
 IV. Challenges of the Post-Watergate Presidency
  1. Plunging voter participation rates
   a. Increased centrism
   b. Increased negativity
   c. Case Study: Barack Obama and John McCain
  2. Foreign Policy
   a. Used to be the best possible thing for a president was a war. Itõs the one issue most 
   Americans can agree on. But now, itõs too risky and unpopular. 
   b. Case Study: Jimmy Carter and Operation Eagle Claw
  3. Media Scrutiny
   a. Rise of TV, cable television, talk radio, investigative reporting, debates
   b. Even minor things can become an issue
   c. Case Study: Gerald Ford and Saturday Night Live
  4. òItõs the Economy, Stupidó
   a. The New Deal has given presidents responsibility for the economy
   b. Is this fair?
   c. Case Study: George H. W. Bush, the Persian Gulf War, and the recession of 1991
  5. Scandal-mongering
   a. Watergate has ended the òimperial presidency,ó showed that scandal sells
\   b. Case Study: Bill Clinton
   c. Case Study II: George W. Bush
 V. The Successful Post-Watergate President: Ronald Reagan
  1. How did he address the issues raised above?
   a. Centrism: Rejected. Had his own conservative vision for America, and got people 
   behind it.
   b. Foreign Policy: Worked within limits. A number of successful, small military actions 
   (Grenada, Beirut). Used economic means to overcome Soviet Union and win Cold War.
   c. The Media: Manipulated brilliantly. òThe Great Communicatoró.
   d. The Economy: Good luck. Economic boom for most of his term, by the time it col
   lapsed he was out of ofþce.
   e. Scandals: òThe Teÿon Presidentó




