General Education Program
Area C4: Humanities Synthesis

Educational Objectives

To develop higher-order cognitive skills through:

Exposing with greater depth, some of the ideas and issues covered in the 100-level and 200-
level courses in Humanities, thus gaining a deeper knowledge in a focused area within the
Humanities,

Applying analytical thinking to draw inferences from observations, discerning internal
structures and patterns, recognizing problems and analyzing value structures,

Encouraging synthetic-creative thinking in order to identify problems and associations, and
construct original ideas, and

Thinking evaluatively, whereby assumptions and limitations are identified and ideas
evaluated.

Objectives more specific to the Humanities:

Understanding the possibilities and limitations of language as a symbolic and expressive
medium,

Reading with insight, engagement, detachment, and discrimination so as to sustain an
extended line of reasoning through both narrative and thematic development,

Reviewing and re-emphasizing the crucial historical developments within the Humanities and
appreciate the significance of major literary, philosophic, and artistic works,

Grasping relevant aspects of the relationship of the Humanities to science and technology,
Appreciating non-verbal forms of understanding and expression, appreciating the aesthetic
and historical development of one or more of the visual or performing arts and understanding
the relationship between form and content.

Understanding currently accepted critical standards and the advantages and limitations of
various schools of reasoning, and

Appreciating the relative cultural significance of works of literature, philosophy, and the arts.



