
Birds Have Small Genomes
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Genome size of extinct dinosaurs 
(e.g. T. rex, Deinonychus ) estimated 
by estimating osteocyte size, which 
was estimated by measuring lacunae 
in the bones that would be expected 
to hold a single osteocyte.

Genome sizes can expand and 
shrink quickly (millions of years). 
Much of the DNA can be "junk 
DNA." 98.5% of the human 3.5 
billion base pairs genome is 
noncoding DNA.


